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Visibility

The primary requirement of the current service law is for the server to ensure that the
receiver can see the ball throughout the service, and the umpire or assistant umpire must
be satisfied that this is the case. The umpire or assistant umpire should look to see that the
ball is not hidden from the receiver at any stage by any part of the body, or anything he or
she or his or her doubles partner is wearing or carrying, and that the server’s free arm,
which includes the free hand, is not in the space between the ball and the net, once the ball
has been projected upwards.

The ball must be above the level of the playing surface at the start of service. There is,
however, no specific requirement for the receiver to be able to see the racket throughout
service, and the server may quite legitimately begin service with the racket concealed, for
example, behind his or her back.

From their positions in line with the net, especially in case of one umpire per table in the
qualification stage, it may be impractical for the umpire and/or the assistant umpire to judge
whether the ball is struck illegally if it is struck close to the end line or beside a player’'s
body. It is, however, the responsibility of the player to serve so that the correctness of his
or her service action can be seen and if he or she serves near the margins of illegality, he
or she runs the risk of being penalised.

Warning

An umpire or assistant umpire, who suspects, but is not sure, that a player’s service action
is illegal, may call a let and warn the player without awarding a point. Either the umpire or
assistant umpire can issue a service warning (see Appendix C for appropriate hand signals).
Only one warning may be given during a match. If any of his or her, or his or her doubles
partner’s, subsequent services in that match is of doubtful legality, for the same or for any
other reason, a point will be awarded to his or her opponent. A yellow card should not be
used for a service warning. For additional examples refer to the FAQ.

Whether or not a formal warning is given there is no objection to a player whose service
action is only marginally acceptable being advised informally, between rallies, by either the
umpire or assistant umpire, that any deterioration could make it illegal. Contrary to popular
belief, a player is not entitled to a warning for a first illegal service, and a clear failure to
meet the requirements of the service law should always be penalised by the award of a
point.

The umpire or assistant umpire has no power to ignore an infringement of the service law
because he or she does not believe that it gives the server any advantage and there is no
justification for overlooking a first offence in the hope that it was a temporary lapse. The
offence may be repeated at a critical stage of the match, and a player penalised then could
justly protest that he or she had been given no earlier indication that the action was illegal.

Exceptions

The umpire may relax the requirements for a correct service if he or she is satisfied that
compliance is prevented by a physical disability. This will always be done for Class 1 and
Class 2 players (refer Appendix F). The player’s international classification card contains a
section indicating any physical limitations that the player may have affecting compliance
with the requirements of a correct service e.g. where a player with a disability is either not
able to straighten his or her palm or does not have a hand, the player may serve with a
curved palm or toss the ball from his or her stump.

ALET
Purpose

The primary purpose of a let is to end a rally without awarding a point when something has
happened which may affect the result of the rally, but there are other occasions on which it
is necessary to temporarily suspend play. Such occasions may include the correction of
errors in the score, the serving order, or the ends at which the players are playing and the
introduction of the expedite system when the time limit is reached.

Net Cord Service

The most common reason for a let is that the ball touches the net assembly while passing
over it in service. Provided the service is good up to the point at which the ball touches the
net, the rally is a let if the ball then correctly touches the receiver’s court or if it is obstructed
by the receiving player or pair; if it does not touch the correct court at all and is not
obstructed, the receiver scores a point.

When the ball touches the net during service, the umpire and assistant umpire wait until the
ball touches the correct court and then make the appropriate call, rather than introduce an
additional signal before the rally is over that may interfere with play. (See Appendix C -
Recommended Hand Signals and Calls).
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